
 

 

 

 

STATEMENT FROM FRICK COLLECTION  
DIRECTOR IAN WARDROPPER ON  

THE EXPANSION PROPOSAL  
 

“One year ago, The Frick Collection announced its plans for a building expansion to address the institution’s 

longstanding programmatic needs and better serve a visiting public that has grown substantially over the 

years. To realize this vision, the plan involved building on a lot that included the viewing garden on East 70th 

Street by landscape architect Russell Page.  

 

After months of public dialogue and thoughtful consideration and weighing the potential for a protracted 

approval process against the Frick’s pressing needs, the Board of Trustees has decided to approach the 

expansion plan in a way that avoids building on the garden site.  

 

The Frick remains committed to furthering its mission by attaining its goals, among them having additional 

space for the display of works of art, including galleries on the historic second floor of the mansion, dedicated 

classrooms for education programs, updated facilities for the care of our art and research collections, and 

better public access between the museum and the Frick Art Reference Library. We also plan to improve 

visitor amenities in general while offering equal access for visitors with disabilities. At the same time, 

preserving the unique residential character and intimate scale of the Frick will remain our top priority. 

 

We are grateful to all of those who have supported the plan and understand that both they and those who have 

opposed it share a great deal of affection and respect for the institution. The Frick will immediately begin to 

develop a new plan that will help us satisfy our critical needs.”  
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For further press information on June 4, please contact Heidi Rosenau, Associate Director of Media Relations & Marketing 
Phone:  212.547.6866  
Email: rosenau@frick.org 
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