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porcelain, no simple matter: arlene 

shechet and the arnhold collection

Through April 2, 2017 

This exhibition explores the complex history of making, 
collecting, and displaying porcelain. Included are about 
one hundred pieces produced by the Meissen manufactory, 
which led the ceramic industry in Europe, both scientifically 
and artistically, during the early to mid-eighteenth century. 
Most of the works date from 1720 to 1745 and were selected 
by New York−based sculptor Arlene Shechet from the prom-
ised gift of Henry H. Arnhold. Twelve works in the exhibition 
are Shechet’s own sculptures—exuberant porcelain she made 
during a series of residencies at the Meissen manufactory in 
2012 and 2013.

Designed by Shechet, the exhibition forgoes the typical 
chronological or thematic order of most installations in favor 
of a personal, imaginative approach that  creates an intriguing 
dialogue between the historical and the contemporary. With 
nature as the dominant theme, the exhibition is presented in 
the Frick’s Portico Gallery, which overlooks the museum’s 
historic Fifth Avenue Garden.

“Porcelain, No Simple Matter: Arlene Shechet and the Arn-
hold Collection” is organized by Charlotte Vignon, Curator of 
Decorative Arts, The Frick Collection. Major support for the 
exhibition is generously provided by Chuck and Deborah Royce, 
Melinda and Paul Sullivan, Margot and Jerry Bogert, and 
Monika McLennan.

e x h i b i T i o n s
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Watteau’s soldiers:  

scenes of military life in  

eighteenth-century france

July 12 through October 2, 2016

Best known as a painter of amorous aristocrats and melan-
choly actors, Jean-Antoine Watteau also painted a number 
of military scenes, most of them executed during the War of 
the Spanish Succession (1701–14). Rather than the turmoil 
of  battle, Watteau focused on the prosaic aspects of military 
life—marches, halts, and encampments. The resulting works 
show quiet moments between the fighting, outside the regi-
mented discipline of drills and battle, when soldiers could 
rest and daydream, smoke pipes and play cards.

This summer, the Frick presents the first exhibition 
devoted to these captivating and little-known works. On dis-
play are four of Watteau’s seven surviving military paintings 
and twelve red chalk studies, several of which are directly 
related to the paintings on view. Also included is work by 
 Watteau’s predecessors and followers. Together, they shed light 
on the artist’s unique working method and distinctive vision. 

“Watteau’s Soldiers: Scenes of Military Life in Eighteenth-
Century France” is organized by Aaron Wile, Anne L. Poulet 
Curatorial Fellow, The Frick Collection. Principal support is 
provided by an anonymous gift in memory of Melvin R. Seiden. 
Major support for the exhibition is provided by the David  
L. Klein, Jr. Foundation, Sally and Howard Lepow, The Andrew 
W. Mellon Foundation, and Aso O. Tavitian, with an addi-
tional contribution from Susannah Hunnewell Weiss. The cata-
logue is made possible by The Versailles Foundation, Inc.

e x h i b i T i o n s  (continued)



All talks meet in the Garden Court and are free  
with museum admission.

special exhibition gallery talks

porcelain in the portico

Ongoing through July, Tuesday through Friday,  
12:00 noon and 4:00 p.m. (repeated)

A ten-minute talk by educators focusing on selected objects 
from Porcelain, No Simple Matter: Arlene Shechet and the 
Arnhold Collection.

an introduction to  

Watteau’s soldiers

Saturdays, July 30, August 27, and September 24, 2:00 p.m.

A thirty-minute overview of Watteau’s Soldiers: Scenes of 
Military Life in Eighteenth-Century France, presented by the 
exhibition’s curator.

docent talks 

henry clay frick and his collection

Ongoing through July, Tuesday through  
Friday, 1:00 and 3:00 p.m.; Saturdays, 11:00 a.m.

A ten-minute introduction to the collection and its founder. 

rooms With a VieW

Ongoing through July, Tuesday through Friday, 2:00 p.m. 
Saturdays, 12:00 noon

A ten-minute talk presenting one of the distinctive rooms of 
The Frick Collection. 

There will be no docent talks during the month of August; talks 
will resume after Labor Day.
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Ta l k s

Lectures are free, and seating is on a first-come, first-served 
basis. Selected lectures are webcast live and archived for future 
viewing on our Web site. Please visit frick.org/live for details. 

Samuel H. Kress Lecture in Museum Education

the essential role of the arts  

in public education

Thursday, June 16, 6:00 p.m.

Carmen Fariña, Chancellor,  
New York City Department of Education

Museums and cultural institutions are critical partners in 
developing the whole child through high-quality arts instruc-
tion. Chancellor Fariña discusses reasons why the arts must 
be integrated into public education and highlights innovative 
approaches to expanding arts education for New York City’s 
1.1 million public school students. 

The annual Samuel H. Kress Lecture in Museum Education 
is intended to further the study, understanding, and practice of 
museum education. The lecture is free, but online registration 
is necessary; visit frick.org/lectures to reserve.

Watteau: making as meaning

Wednesday, July 13, 6:00 p.m.

Aaron Wile, Anne L. Poulet Curatorial Fellow,  
The Frick Collection

Jean-Antoine Watteau’s military works proffer a modern 
vision of war in which the soldier’s inner life is brought to the 
fore. This talk, presented by the curator of the special exhibi-
tion Watteau’s Soldiers: Scenes of Military Life in Eighteenth-
Century France, examines how the problem of representing 
interiority informed the artist’s working methods.  Free; reser-
vations are not necessary.

6 
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Wednesday night sketch

Wednesdays in June and July, 5:00 to 7:30 p.m.

Artists of all skill levels are invited to sketch paintings, sculp-
tures, architectural details, and decorative arts in selected 
galleries. Materials are provided. Free admission is included, 
but online registration is required. Please visit frick.org/studio 
to register.

sunday sketch

Sundays, June 19, July 10, and July 24
Drop in any time between 1:00 and 3:00 p.m. 

Join us for an afternoon of informal sketching in the Garden 
Court. Visitors of all skill levels are welcome, and materials 
are provided. Free with museum admission, or arrive early to 
gain entry during Sunday “pay what you wish” hours, between 
11:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. Reservations are not necessary.

sT u D i o
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cool classes for hot nights

For high school, college, and graduate students.
Selected weeknights throughout the summer.

Cool Classes range from one to three sessions and are held 
after hours, when the galleries are closed to the public. Stu-
dents are encouraged to attend as many classes as they wish. 
Courses are free, but space is limited. For course descriptions, 
dates, and to register, please visit frick.org/students. 

sT u D e n T  p r o g r a m s
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Celebrate the summer with special evening hours and free 
programs inspired by the Frick’s two exhibitions,  “Watteau’s 
Soldiers: Scenes of Military Life in Eighteenth-Century 
France” and “Porcelain, No Simple Matter: Arlene Shechet 
and the Arnhold Collection.” Enjoy gallery talks, perfor-
mances, sketching, and more. Admission is free, and reser-
vations are not necessary. For more information, please visit  
frick.org/nights. 

Fridays, June 24, July 15, and August 5
6:00 to 9:00 p.m.

Free Nights are supported, in part, by public funds from the 
New York City Department of Cultural Affairs in partnership 
with the City Council, and by the Gilder Foundation.

F r e e  n i g h T s
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Inspired by the Frick’s special exhibitions, Salon Evenings 
 feature performances of music, dance, and drama, as well as 
discussions with artists, writers, and scholars. Purchase tick-
ets online at frick.org/salon; $40, $35 for members. 

scenes of military life in  

text and image

Saturday, September 17, 7:00 p.m.

Actors perform a series of staged readings that reveal the 
inner lives of soldiers on and off the battlefield. Presented in 
collaboration with the Juilliard Drama Division and in con-
junction with “Watteau’s Soldiers: Scenes of Military Life in 
Eighteenth-Century France.” 

The Frick Collection is grateful to Ayesha Bulchandani-
Mathrani for her generous support of this program.

sa l o n  e v e n i n g
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All members of The Frick Collection receive unlimited free 
admission to the museum, a subscription to the Members’ 
Magazine, discounts on concerts and education programs, 
and a ten percent discount in the Museum Shop. Members at 
the Fellows level enjoy special benefits including behind-the-
scenes access to the Collection, gallery presentations with 
curators, and invitations to exhibition openings.

Student $25
Individual $75
Dual $120
Contributing Friend $250
Young Fellow (under age 39)  $500
Fellow $1,200

To learn more about these or our higher levels of membership,  
become a member, or give the gift of membership, please visit 
frick.org/membership or contact the Membership  Department 
at 212.547.0707 or members@frick.org.

the henry clay frick associates

The Henry Clay Frick Associates is a group of generous indi-
viduals who have remembered The Frick Collection in their 
estate plans. Please join them by leaving your own legacy to 
help build and maintain the Frick’s holdings and provide 
critical support for future exhibitions, research, conservation 
projects, and education programs.

For confidential help or more information about how to 
plan your gift, please contact David W. Martin at 212.991.5770 
or martind@frick.org.

m e m b e r s h i p
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about the frick collection

I nternationally recognized as a premier museum and 
research center, The Frick Collection is known for its 

 distinguished Old Master paintings and outstanding exam-
ples of European sculpture and decorative arts. 

The collection was assembled by the Pittsburgh industri-
alist Henry Clay Frick (1849–1919) and is housed in his fami-
ly’s former residence on Fifth Avenue. One of New York City’s 
few remaining Gilded Age mansions, it provides a tranquil 
environment for visitors to experience masterpieces by art-
ists such as Bellini, Rembrandt, Vermeer, Goya, and Whistler. 
The museum opened in 1935 and has continued to acquire 
works of art since Mr. Frick’s death.

Adjacent to the museum is the Frick Art Reference 
Library, founded by Helen Clay Frick as a memorial to her 
father. Today it is one of the leading institutions for research 
in the history of art and is home to the Center for the History 
of Collecting. The Library is open to the public free of charge.

Along with special exhibitions and an acclaimed concert 
series, the Frick offers a wide range of lectures, symposia, and 
education programs that foster a deeper appreciation of its 
permanent collection.
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hours

Tuesday through Saturday  10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Sunday 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Closed Mondays, New Year’s Day, Independence Day, 
Thanksgiving, and Christmas

admission

General Public  $22 
Seniors (65 and over)  $17 
Students  $12 
Members  Free 

 
On Sundays from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., visitors may pay 
what they wish. 

Children under ten are not admitted. 

Group visits are by appointment; call 212.288.0700  
to schedule.

school visits

To arrange a guided school visit for students from grades 
5 through 12, call 212.547.0704 or visit frick.org/schools.
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