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about the frick collection

I nternationally recognized as a premier museum and 
research center, The Frick Collection is known for its 

 distinguished Old Master paintings and outstanding exam-
ples of European sculpture and decorative arts. 

The collection was assembled by the Pittsburgh industri-
alist Henry Clay Frick (1849–1919) and is housed in his fami-
ly’s former residence on Fifth Avenue. One of New York City’s 
few remaining Gilded Age mansions, it provides a tranquil 
environment for visitors to experience masterpieces by art-
ists such as Bellini, Rembrandt, Vermeer, Goya, and Whistler. 
The museum opened in 1935 and has continued to acquire 
works of art since Mr. Frick’s death.

Adjacent to the museum is the Frick Art Reference 
Library, founded by Helen Clay Frick as a memorial to her 
father. Today it is one of the leading institutions for research 
in the history of art and collecting. The Library is open to the 
public free of charge.

Along with special exhibitions and an acclaimed concert 
series, the Frick offers a wide range of lectures, symposia, and 
education programs that foster a deeper appreciation of its 
permanent collection.
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From sèvres to FiFth avenue:  

French porcelain at  

the Frick collection 

Through April 24, 2016

Between 1916 and 1918, Henry Clay Frick purchased several 
important pieces of porcelain to decorate his New York man-
sion. Made at Sèvres, the preeminent eighteenth-century 
French porcelain manufactory, the objects—including vases, 
potpourris, jugs and basins, plates, a tea service, and a table—
were displayed throughout Frick’s residence. From Sèvres to 
Fifth Avenue brings them together for the first time, along 
with a selection of pieces acquired at a later date, some of 
which are rarely on view. The exhibition presents a new per-
spective on the collection by exploring the role Sèvres porce-
lain played in eighteenth-century France, as well as during 
the American Gilded Age.

The exhibition is organized by Charlotte Vignon, Curator of 
Decorative Arts, The Frick Collection, and is made possible by 
Sidney R. Knafel and Londa Weisman. 
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van Dyck:  

the anatomy oF portraiture

March 2 through June 5, 2016
 

Anthony van Dyck enjoyed a cosmopolitan career that led 
him from his native Antwerp to the great artistic centers 
of Italy and to the court of Charles I of England. His sit-
ters—poets, duchesses, painters, and generals—represent 
the social and artistic elite of his age, and his unparalleled 
achievement in portraiture marked a turning point in the 
history of European painting. Van Dyck: The Anatomy of 
Portraiture is the first major monographic show on the artist 

e x h i b i T i o n s
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to be held in the United States in more than twenty years. 
Organized chronologically around the different geographic 
chapters of Van Dyck’s life, the exhibition documents the art-
ist’s development from an ambitious young apprentice to the 
most sought-after portrait painter in Europe. His singular-
ity is most apparent in his approach to preparing a portrait, 
and initial sketches and unfinished paintings will compose 
one of the major themes of the show. The exhibition also will 
include a small selection of comparative works by Van Dyck’s 
contemporaries, including Rubens, Jordaens, and Lely, and 
an installation of the  Iconographie, his celebrated series of 
portrait prints.

“Van Dyck: The Anatomy of Portraiture” was organized for 
The Frick Collection by Stijn Alsteens, Curator, Department 
of Drawings and Prints, The Metropolitan Museum of Art, 
New York, and Adam Eaker, Guest Curator, The Frick Col-
lection. An illustrated catalogue accompanies the exhibition. 
Principal support is provided by Barbara and Brad Evans with 
additional leadership contributions from The Honorable and 
Mrs. W. L. Lyons Brown and an anonymous gift in memory 
of Melvin R. Seiden. Major support has also been provided by 
Melinda and Paul Sullivan, The Christian Humann Founda-
tion, Aso O. Tavitian, The Peter Jay Sharp Foundation, John 
and Constance Birkelund, Mrs. Daniel Cowin, Margot and 
Jerry Bogert, Gilbert and Ildiko Butler, Fiduciary Trust Com-
pany International, Mrs. Henry Clay Frick II, the General Rep-
resentation of the Government of Flanders to the USA, Howard 
S. Marks and Nancy Marks, and Dr. and Mrs. James S. Reibel, 
with additional contributions from Mr. and Mrs. Charles 
M. Royce, The Gladys Krieble Delmas Foundation, Barbara 
G. Fleischman, Helen-Mae and Seymour Askin, George and 
Michael Eber stadt in memory of Vera and Walter Eberstadt, 
The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, Otto Naumann and Heidi 
D. Shafranek, the Robert Lehman Foundation, and an anony-
mous gift in memory of Charles Ryskamp. The exhibition is also 
supported by an indemnity from the Federal Council on the 
Arts and the Humanities.



Lectures are free, and seating is on a first-come, first-served 
basis. Selected lectures are webcast live and archived for future 
viewing on our Web site. Please visit frick.org/live for details. 

Framing the perspective: painting 

techniques oF vermeer, Whistler,  

van gogh, anD hammershoi

Wednesday, February 3, 6:00 p.m.

Jørgen Wadum, Director of Conservation and  
the Centre for Art Technological Studies,  
Statens Museum for Kunst, Copenhagen

The interiors of Danish painter Vilhelm Hammershøi reveal 
an understanding of light and its play in space comparable 
to that of Vermeer and Whistler, while his methods relate 
to those of Van Gogh. This lecture illustrates the surprising 
methodological approaches and techniques used by these 
artists in creating spatial illusions in seemingly unrelated 
artistic expressions.

DraWing For portraits

Wednesday, March 2, 6:00 p.m.

Stijn Alsteens, Curator, Department of Drawings and Prints, 
The Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York

Artists make portrait drawings in preparation for paintings, 
sculptures, and prints, but also as independent works. This 
lecture, presented by the co-curator of the special exhibition 
Van Dyck: The Anatomy of Portraiture, explores the ways in 
which Van Dyck and other artists employed such drawings 
and what we can learn about the working methods of their 
authors.
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Why portraiture?

Wednesday, April 6, 6:00 p.m.

Marcia Pointon, Professor Emerita of History of Art, 
University of Manchester, United Kingdom

Discover the reasons why portraits have played such an 
important part in the history of western art since antiquity, 
and consider the role they have in shaping how individuals 
and societies see themselves.

sitting For van Dyck

Wednesday, April 13, 6:00 p.m.

Adam Eaker, Assistant Curator, Department of European 
Paintings, The Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York

During the decade he spent in London, Anthony van Dyck 
became famous for his spectacular portrait sittings, which 
combined painting with music and food to produce an 
elaborate entertainment for his clientele. This lecture, pre-
sented by the co-curator of Van Dyck: The Anatomy of Por-
traiture, explores Van Dyck’s public persona and his legacy 
for  seventeenth-century English poetry and drama, paying 
special attention to works included in the exhibition. 
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WeDnesDay night sketch

Selected Wednesdays, 5:00 to 7:30 p.m.
January 13 & 27, February 3 & 17, and March 2 & 16

Artists of all skill levels are invited to sketch paintings, sculp-
tures, architectural details, and decorative arts in selected 
galleries. Materials are provided. Free admission is included, 
but advance reservations are required. To register, please visit  
frick.org/studio.

sunDay sketch

Selected Sundays, drop in any time between 1:00 and 3:00 p.m. 
January 31, February 28, and March 27

Join us for an afternoon of informal sketching in the Garden 
Court. Visitors of all skill levels are welcome, and materials 
are provided. Free with museum admission, or arrive early to 
gain entry during Sunday “pay what you wish” hours, between 
11:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. Reservations are not necessary.

8 

Seminars provide unparalleled access to works of art and 
encourage thought-provoking discussion with experts in their 
fields. Sessions are held when the galleries are closed to the 
public and are limited to twenty participants. Advance regis-
tration is required; register online at frick.org/seminars or call 
212.547.0704.

Duccio anD the temptation oF 

christ on the mountain

Thursday, February 25, 5:30 to 7:00 p.m.

Rika Burnham, Head of Education, The Frick Collection

Duccio was one of the most important painters working in 
Italy during the fourteenth century, and his Temptation of 
Christ on the Mountain, a panel from the high altar of Siena 
Cathedral, is one of his masterpieces. In this seminar, explore 
the dramatic Christian imagery, related biblical texts, and 
recent art historical discoveries associated with this magnifi-
cent work. $100 ($90 Members)

the art anD legacy oF  

anthony van Dyck

Thursday, March 24, 6:00 to 7:30 p.m.

Arthur Wheelock, Curator of Northern Baroque Painting, 
National Gallery of Art, Washington, D. C.

The special exhibition Van Dyck: The Anatomy of Portraiture 
provides an opportunity to study some of the artist’s greatest 
paintings, allowing us to appreciate how he drew upon Flem-
ish and Italian traditions to transform the art of portraiture. 
This seminar examines how his portraits express the charac-
ter of the Flemish, Italian, and English societies in which he 
worked. $100 ($90 Members)

s e m i n a r s sT u d i o
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art Dialogues

For young professionals.
Selected Fridays, 6:30 to 8:00 p.m.

January 22, February 5, and March 4

Art Dialogues offer the dual pleasures of a long look at a great 
work of art and the opportunity to meet like-minded art lov-
ers. Free after-hours admission is included, but advance reser-
vations are required. Visit frick.org/dialogues to register.

gallery conversations

Selected Saturdays, 2:00 to 3:00 p.m.
January 23, February 6, and March 5

 Study and discuss masterpieces in the galleries with museum 
educators. Each hour-long session focuses on a single work 
of art. Free with museum admission, but advance reservations 
are required. Visit frick.org/conversations to register. 

All talks meet in the Garden Court and are free  
with museum admission.

special exhibition gallery talks

porcelain in the portico

Selected Fridays, 12:00 noon
January 22, February 5 & 19, and March 11 & 25 

A ten-minute talk by educators focusing on a single object 
from the exhibition From Sèvres to Fifth Avenue: French Por-
celain at The Frick Collection. 

an introDuction to van Dyck

Friday, March 18, 12:00 noon

A thirty-minute overview of the special exhibition Van Dyck: 
The Anatomy of Portraiture, presented by a curator.

docent talks 

henry clay Frick anD his collection

Ongoing, Tuesday through Friday, 1:00 and 3:00 p.m. 
Saturdays at 11:00 a.m.

A ten-minute introduction to the collection and its founder. 

rooms With a vieW

Ongoing, Tuesday through Friday, 2:00 p.m.  
Saturdays, 12:00 noon

A ten-minute talk presenting one of the distinctive rooms of 
The Frick Collection.  

C o n v e r saT i o n s Ta l k s
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van Dyck anD the British portrait

Tuesday, March 15, 5:30 to 7:00 p.m.

Adam Eaker, Assistant Curator, Department of European 
Paintings, The Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York

Anthony van Dyck spent the final decade of his career as the 
court painter to Charles I of England. This course, presented 
by the co-curator of Van Dyck: The Anatomy of Portraiture, 
explores Van Dyck’s portraits and the lasting impact they had 
on British art, drawing on works from the Frick’s permanent 
collection and loans to the exhibition.

What is art history?

Two-part course: Tuesday, March 29, and Thursday, March 31 
5:30 to 7:00 p.m.

Michelle Millar Fisher, Lecturer in Art History,  
Parsons School of Design, The New School

What questions do we ask of objects—and of ourselves—
when we talk about art? Through close observation and dis-
cussion of masterpieces in the special exhibition Van Dyck: 
The Anatomy of Portraiture, this two-part course investigates 
the discipline of art history. 

the frick connection

For high school and college students and  
recent graduates under age 39. 

Courses are free with a $25 student membership or a full mem-
bership for recent graduates. Advance online registration is 
required; please visit frick.org/connection to register. 

intense looks: Duccio

Thursday, February 11, 5:30 to 7:00 p.m.

Rika Burnham, Head of Education, The Frick Collection

Seek understanding of and appreciation for a work of art 
through informal discussion in the galleries. In this course, 
we will take a close look at Duccio di Buoninsegna’s early 
fourteenth-century masterpiece Temptation of Christ on the 
Mountain, a panel from the high altar of Siena Cathedral.

regarDing renoir

Tuesday, February 23, 6:30 to 8:00 p.m.

Caitlin Henningsen, Samuel H. Kress Interpretive Fellow, 
The Frick Collection

Looking closely at Auguste Renoir’s La Promenade, Henry 
Clay Frick’s last Impressionist purchase, we will consider 
the historical reception of Renoir’s painting and our own 
responses to it today. 

sT u d e n T  p r o g r a m s
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art club

For middle school students. 
Free, but advance online registration is required; 

please visit frick.org/students for information and to register. 

art history 101

Selected Saturdays, February through April  
11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

Ryder O’Dell, Programs Assistant, The Frick Collection

In each session, a masterpiece is the starting point for an 
adventure in art and art history.

frick forum

For high school students. 
Classes are free, but an application is required. 

For details, visit frick.org/forum or e-mail students@frick.org.

Selected Fridays, February through June, 4:30 to 6:00 p.m. 

Inquiring minds are invited to join the Frick Forum, a pro-
gram for teens interested in studying great works of art. 
Forum members convene regularly for close looking and in-
depth discussion with peers and experts. 

sT u d e n T  p r o g r a m s  (continued)
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Enjoy after-hours access to the museum as well as a range of pro-
grams, including  lectures, gallery  talks, performances, and 
sketching. No reservations are necessary. Admission is free, but 
entry is on a first-come, first-served basis. For more informa-
tion, please visit frick.org/nights. 

artists’ night

Friday, February 19, 6:00 to 9:00 p.m.

teen night

Friday, March 11, 5:30 to 8:00 p.m.

college night

Friday, April 8, 6:00 to 9:00 p.m.

Free Nights are supported, in part, by public funds from the 
New York City Department of Cultural Affairs in partnership 
with the City Council, and by the Gilder Foundation. 

F r e e  n i g h T s
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For more detailed program information, please visit our Web 
site. Tickets are available online, by telephone at 212.547.0715, 
and by mail. Written requests should be mailed to the Con-
cert Department with a check payable to The Frick Collection, 
along with a telephone number. Seats are unreserved, and chil-
dren under ten are not admitted. The program also can also 
be heard in the Garden Court, where tickets are not required. 

All sales are final, and programs, artists, and dates are 
subject to change. Concert tickets are mailed two weeks 
before the date of the concert. Tickets purchased during the 
week preceding the concert will be held at the door. Ticket 
holders may visit the galleries up to one hour before the con-
cert begins.

The Frick Collection gratefully acknowledges The Bod-
man Foundation for its support of the 2015–16 concert series.

$40 ($35 for members)

Sunday, February 7, 5:00 p.m.
Flanders Recorder Quartet: Susato; Boismortier, Concerto, 
Op. 15; J. S. Bach, Passacaglia in G Minor, BWV 582; Purcell, 
Chacony in G Minor; Vivaldi, Concerto “L’estate” 

Sunday, February 21, 5:00 p.m.
Nicholas Altstaedt, cello, in New York debut, with Alexan-
der Lonquich, piano: Debussy; Boulanger; Britten; Webern; 
Beethoven, Sonata for Cello and Piano No. 5 in D Major, 
Op. 102/2

Sunday, March 6, 5:00 p.m.
Andreas Staier, harpsichord: Froberger, d’Anglebert, 
Fischer, Couperin, Clérambault, Muffat

Sunday, April 10, 5:00 p.m.
Minetti Quartett: Haydn, String Quartet in B-Flat Major, 
Op. 76, No. 4, “Sunrise”; Berg; Beethoven, String Quartet in 
E-Flat Major, No. 12, Op. 127

C o n C e r T s

Please visit frick.org/symposia for times, speakers, and 
additional program information.

a DemanD For DraWings:  

Five centuries oF collecting

Friday, March 4, and Saturday, March 5

Presented by the Center for the History of Collecting and  
the Drawing Institute of The Morgan Library & Museum

This symposium focuses on historic collections of Old Mas-
ter drawings in Europe and the United States. The keynote 
address, given by Hugo Chapman, Keeper of Prints and Draw-
ings at the British Museum, will be followed by presentations 
on collectors such as Giorgio Vasari, Pierre-Jean Mariette, 
the dukes of Devonshire, and Frits Lugt. The event concludes 
with an interview of George Goldner, former curator at the 
J. Paul Getty Museum and The Metropolitan Museum of Art, 
conducted by Philippe de Montebello, Director Emeritus of 
The Metropolitan Museum of Art. 

Tickets for both days are $50 ($35 for members); single-day 
tickets are $30 ($25 for members). Tickets can be purchased at 
frick.org/symposia or by phone at 212.547.6894. 

a symposium on the history oF art

Friday, April 15, and Saturday, April 16

Presented by The Frick Collection and  
the Institute of Fine Arts, New York University

For more than fifty years, The Frick Collection and the Insti-
tute of Fine Arts have hosted a symposium for graduate stu-
dents of art history. This event offers doctoral candidates the 
opportunity to present original research on a range of topics, 
from ancient to contemporary art.

The symposium is free. For Friday’s session, held at the Insti-
tute of Fine Arts, please R.S.V.P. to ifa.events@nyu.edu; no res-
ervations are necessary to attend Saturday’s session at the Frick.

s y m p o s i a
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Anthony van Dyck (1599–1641), Mary, Lady van Dyck, née Ruthven, 
ca. 1640, oil on canvas, Museo Nacional del Prado, Madrid
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College Night 2014; photograph by Lucas Chilczuk
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hours

Tuesday through Saturday  10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Sunday 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Closed Mondays, New Year’s Day, Independence Day, 
Thanksgiving, and Christmas

admission

General Public  $20 
Seniors (65 and over)  $15 
Students  $10 
Members  Free 

 
On Sundays from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., visitors may pay 
what they wish. 

Children under ten are not admitted. 

Group visits are by appointment; call 212.288.0700  
to schedule.

school visits

To arrange a guided school visit for students from grades 
5 through 12, call 212.547.0704 or visit frick.org/schools.

membership

Members help the Frick to share its exceptional collection, exhi-
bitions, research facilities, programs, and other offerings with 
visitors from around the world. All members receive unlimited 
free admission to the museum, a subscription to the Members’ 
Magazine, discounts on concerts and education programs, and 
a ten percent discount in the Museum Shop. Members at the 
Fellows level enjoy special benefits including behind-the-scenes 
access to the Collection, gallery presentations with curators, 
and invitations to exhibition openings.

To become a member or to give the gift of membership, 
please visit our Web site or contact the Membership Depart-
ment at 212.547.0709 or members@frick.org.
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