HENRY ARNHOLD’S MEISSEN PALACE:
CELEBRATING A COLLECTOR
EXHIBITION HONORS LATE COLLECTOR AND GREAT PATRON OF THE ARTS
On View Beginning November 7, 2019

This fall, The Frick Collection presents Henry Arnhold’s Meissen Palace,
an exhibition of works from the famed European porcelain manufactory
along with several Asian examples that inspired such wares. The pieces are
drawn from the collection of the late Henry H. Arnhold (1921–2018),
whose foundation made a promised gift of more than 100 objects to the
institution nearly a decade ago and supported the creation of the Portico
Gallery, where the exhibition will be shown. Organized by Charlotte
Vignon, the Frick’s Curator of Decorative Arts, the show offers a fresh
take on this esteemed collection, transforming the gallery into an
eighteenth-century “porcelain room,” and grouping the works on view by
color. This type of installation emulates a historic approach and allows
visitors to experience these fragile, luxurious objects in much the same
One of a pair of “birdcage” vases, hard-paste porcelain, after 1730, H:
20 ¼ inches, Gift of Henry Arnhold; photo: Michael Bodycomb

way one would have in eighteenth-century Europe.

Vignon adds, “In looking a new at these wondrous pieces given to the Frick by the late Henry Arnhold, I have
considered his attraction to them alongside the fascination they held for the most famous patron of such objects,
Augustus II (1670–1733), king of Poland and elector of Saxony. Reflecting on the ways both men lived with their
collections, I wanted to explore the idea that Arnhold was creating his own palace of porcelain. Indeed, he acquired
many objects commissioned by Augustus, which we are including in the exhibition. We hope visitors to the show
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enjoy looking at these whimsical works through the eyes of both enthusiasts.” An illustrated booklet featuring
installation views and a conversation with members of the Arnhold family will be available in mid-November.

ABOUT THE INSTALLATION
In the eighteenth century, ceramic ware of diverse forms, techniques, and origins was often exhibited in extravagant
spaces called “porcelain rooms,” and frequently arranged by their color. This type of display was famously adopted
by Augustus II for his small pleasure palace in Dresden, called the Japanisches Palais (Japanese Palace). The most
important porcelain collector of his time, Augustus was said to have been afflicted by a maladie de porcelaine
(porcelain fever). By 1719, he had amassed more than twenty thousand pieces of Chinese and Japanese porcelain,
which he showcased in the Japanese Palace. In 1729, the palace was rebuilt and expanded to highlight specially
commissioned porcelain from the Meissen Royal Porcelain Manufactory, founded by Augustus in 1710. The
manufactory was the first of its kind in Europe.

ABOUT MEISSEN PORCELAIN AND THE ARNHOLD COLLECTION
Long admired for their masterfully modeled shapes and gemlike glazes,
Meissen porcelain offers a window into the early years of manufacturing
porcelain in the West and celebrates a fascinating chapter in the history
of the ceramic medium. Although the formula for manufacturing true
porcelain had been developed in China by the sixth century, it remained
shrouded in mystery in the West until its discovery in 1708 under the
patronage of Augustus II. Early Meissen porcelain was at the forefront
of the European ceramic industry until the ascendency of the Royal
Sèvres Manufactory in France in the 1750s.

Teapot, ca. 1729−31, Hard-paste porcelain, H: 4 7/8 in. (12.4 cm), Gift of
Henry Arnhold; photo: Michael Bodycomb

The Arnhold Collection, one of the greatest private holdings of Meissen porcelain assembled in the twentieth
century, was formed in Dresden between 1926 and 1935 by Lisa Arnhold (1890–1972) and Heinrich Arnhold (1885–
1935), with a focus on tablewares and vases and pieces of royal or noteworthy provenance. The Arnhold Collection
came to America with Lisa Arnhold and her family at the start of World War II. Lisa and Heinrich’s son, Henry,
extended the size and scope of the collection, sometimes following his parents’ tastes and preferences, sometimes
departing from tradition with the acquisition of Meissen with underglaze blue decoration, figures and groups, and
mounted objects.

This will be the fourth presentation to focus on this important collection following Porcelain, No Simple Matter:
Arlene Shechet and the Arnhold Collection (2016), White Gold: Highlights from the Arnhold Collection of Meissen
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Porcelain (2011) and The Arnhold Collection of Meissen Porcelain, 1710–50 (2008). The Portico Gallery’s
architectural transformation into an exhibition space was underwritten by Arnhold in 2011.

This exhibition is made possible by The Arnhold Family in honor of Henry H. Arnhold.
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BASIC INFORMATION
General Information Phone: (212) 288-0700
Web site: www.frick.org
Building project: www.frickfuture.org
E-mail: info@frick.org
App: frick.org/app
Museum address: 1 East 70th Street, near Fifth Avenue
Hours: Open six days a week: 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. on Tuesdays through Saturdays; 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on
Sundays. Closed Mondays, New Year’s Day, Independence Day, Thanksgiving, and Christmas Day. Limited hours
(11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.) on Lincoln’s Birthday, Election Day, and Veterans Day
Admission: $22; senior citizens $17; students $12; Pay-what-you-wish hours on Wednesdays from 2:00 to 6:00 p.m.
PLEASE NOTE TO YOUR READERS: Children under ten are not admitted to the museum
First Fridays: Museum admission and gallery programs are free from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m. on the first Friday evening
of the month (except January and September)
Subway: #6 local to 68th Street station; #Q to 72nd Street station; Bus: M1, M2, M3, and M4 southbound on Fifth
Avenue to 72nd Street and northbound on Madison Avenue to 70th Street
Tour Information: Included in the price of museum admission is an Acoustiguide Audio Tour of the permanent
collection. The tour is offered in six languages: English, French, German, Italian, Japanese, and Spanish.
Shop: The shop is open the same days as the museum, closing fifteen minutes before the institution.
Group Museum Visits: Please call (212) 288-0700 for details and to make reservations.
Public Programs: A calendar of events is available online
Library address: 10 East 71st Street, near Fifth Avenue
Hours: www.frick.org/visit/library/hours
Admission: Open to the public free of charge
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For further press information, please contact Alexis Light, Assistant Director of Communications & Marketing;
Phone: (212) 547-6844; E-mail: light@frick.org.
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