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about the frick collection

I nternationally recognized as a premier museum and 
research center, The Frick Collection is known for its 

 distinguished Old Master paintings and outstanding exam-
ples of European sculpture and decorative arts. 

The collection was assembled by the Pittsburgh industri-
alist Henry Clay Frick (1849–1919) and is housed in his fami-
ly’s former residence on Fifth Avenue. One of New York City’s 
few remaining Gilded Age mansions, it provides a tranquil 
environment for visitors to experience masterpieces by art-
ists such as Bellini, Rembrandt, Vermeer, Goya, and Whistler. 
The museum opened in 1935 and has continued to acquire 
works of art since Mr. Frick’s death.

Adjacent to the museum is the Frick Art Reference 
Library, founded by Helen Clay Frick as a memorial to her 
father. Today it is one of the leading institutions for research 
in the history of art and is home to the Center for the History 
of Collecting. The Library is open to the public free of charge.

Along with special exhibitions and an acclaimed concert 
series, the Frick offers a wide range of lectures, symposia, and 
education programs that foster a deeper appreciation of its 
permanent collection.
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Turner’s modern and ancienT porTs: 

passages Through Time

Through May 14, 2017

Throughout his long career, Joseph Mallord William Turner, 
 Britain’s greatest land- and seascape painter of the nineteenth 
century, explored the theme of the port, both on sea and river. 
Whether portraying the ancient world or encapsulating the 
life of a specific region in the present, Turner brought a dis-
tinctly modern approach to the time-honored theme. This 
exhibition centers around the Frick’s Harbor of Dieppe and 
Cologne, both painted by Turner in the mid-1820s, and unites 
them for the first time with a closely related yet unfinished 
work from Tate, London, that depicts the harbor of Brest, 
in Brittany. This trio of grand-scale port scenes is accompa-
nied by more than thirty of Turner’s oil paintings, watercol-
ors, sketchbooks, and prints, among them imagined scenes 
set in ancient Carthage and Rome. In these images, Turner 
explored the relationship of past and present and, conscious 
of his own place in history, showcased his artistic innovations, 
chief among them his dazzling treatment of light and color.

“Turner’s Modern and Ancient Ports: Passages through 
Time” is organized by Susan Grace Galassi, Senior Curator, 
The Frick Collection; Ian Warrell, independent curator and 
Turner specialist; and Joanna Sheers Seidenstein, Anne L. 
 Poulet Curatorial Fellow, The Frick Collection. Principal fund-
ing is provided by The Honorable and Mrs. W. L. Lyons Brown 
and Northern Trust, with major support from The Christian 
Humann Foundation, The Peter Jay Sharp Foundation,  Gilbert 
and Ildiko Butler, Helen-Mae and Seymour R. Askin, the fami-
lies of George and Michael Eberstadt in memory of Vera and 
Walter Eberstadt, Francis Finlay, and the Malcolm Hewitt 
 Wiener Foundation. The exhibition catalogue is underwrit-
ten by a gift from an anonymous donor in memory of Charles 
 Ryskamp. The exhibition is also supported by an indemnity 
from the Federal Council on the Arts and the Humanities.

e x h i b i T i o n s
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The pursuiT of immorTaliTy: 

masTerpieces from The scher 

collecTion of porTraiT medals

May 9 through September 10, 2017

Celebrating the largest acquisition in the Frick’s history—a 
gift of approximately 450 portrait medals from the incom-
parable collection of Stephen K. and Janie Woo Scher—The 
Pursuit of Immortality: Masterpieces from the Scher Collection 
of Portrait Medals explores one of the most important artistic 
inventions of the Renaissance.  

Portrait medals were made primarily to commemorate 
significant individuals and events, and their production flour-
ished in Europe for more than four centuries. The exhibition 
showcases superlative examples by masters of the medium—
many of whom were also celebrated painters, sculptors, and 
printmakers—from Pisanello in the Italian Renaissance to 
Pierre-Jean David d’Angers in nineteenth-century France, 
honoring medals as integral to the history of portraiture in 
Western art and as a triumph of sculpture on a small scale.

 “The Pursuit of Immortality: Masterpieces from the Scher 
Collection of Portrait Medals” is organized by Aimee Ng, Asso-
ciate Curator, The Frick Collection, and Stephen K. Scher, col-
lector and art historian. The exhibition is made possible by the 
Robert H. Smith Family Foundation, with major support from 
an anonymous gift in memory of Melvin R. Seiden and the 
Centennial Foundation in honor of Matthew McLennan. Addi-
tional funding is provided by Margot and Jerry Bogert,  Frances 
Beatty and Allen R. Adler, the Christian Keesee Charitable 
Trust, and Charles Hack and Angella Hearn. The exhibition 
catalogue is underwritten, in part, by a grant from the Samuel 
H. Kress Foundation.



divine encounTer:  

rembrandT’s abraham and The angels

May 30 through August 20, 2017

Beginning in the late 1630s and increasingly through the 
1640s, Rembrandt moved away from the dynamic move-
ment of his earlier work toward imagery characterized by 
stillness and calm. These are the defining qualities of the 
artist’s Abraham Entertaining the Angels of 1646, in which a 
momentous episode of divine revelation unfolds in the most 
hushed of ways—dramatic action replaced by subtle gesture 
and an astonishing luminosity, all within a panel measuring 
fewer than nine inches wide. On loan from a private collec-
tion, this extraordinary painting is the centerpiece of a small 
exhibition dedicated to Rembrandt’s depictions of the biblical 
patriarch and his various encounters with the divine. In the 
panel and in the other works included in the show—prints 
and drawings from American and international collections—
Rembrandt explores the nature of divine presence and the 
complexities of its representation in pictorial form. 

“Divine Encounter: Rembrandt’s Abraham and the Angels” 
is organized by Joanna Sheers Seidenstein, Anne L. Poulet 
Curatorial Fellow, The Frick Collection. Major funding for the 
exhibition is provided by the Isabel and Alfred Bader Fund, 
a Bader Philanthropy; the David Berg Foundation; and The 
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation. Additional support is gener-
ously provided by Otto Naumann Ltd., the Embassy of the 
Kingdom of the Netherlands, and the Netherland-America 
Foundation.  

4 

e x h i b i T i o n s  (continued)



fired by passion:  

masTerpieces of du paquier porcelain 

from The sullivan collecTion

June 7, 2017, through August 12, 2018

This summer, The Frick Collection presents Fired by Pas-
sion, a year-long installation in the Portico Gallery inspired 
by the generous gift of fourteen pieces of Du Paquier porce-
lain given to the Frick in 2016 by Paul Sullivan and Trustee 
Melinda Martin Sullivan. The Du Paquier Manufactory was 
established in Vienna in 1718 by Claudius Innocentius du 
Paquier, an entrepreneur and official at the Viennese Court, 
and was only the second manufactory in Europe to produce 
true porcelain, after the Royal Meissen Manufactory, outside 
Dresden. Although in operation for only twenty-five years, 
Du Paquier left an impressive body of inventive and often 
whimsical work, forging a distinct identity in the history of 
European porcelain production.

Fired by Passion features about fifty tureens, drinking 
vessels, platters, and other objects produced by Du Paquier 
between 1720 and 1740, which were coveted by aristocrats 
in Vienna and throughout Europe. In addition to exploring 
the rivalry between the Du Paquier and Meissen manufacto-
ries, the exhibition highlights the eclectic mix of references— 
many of them East Asian—that inspired Du Paquier por-
celain. Splendid examples with coats of arms and heraldic 
symbols from commissions across Europe also illustrate the 
manufactory’s success and influence beyond Vienna.

“Fired by Passion: Masterpieces of Du Paquier Porcelain 
from the Sullivan Collection” is organized by Charlotte Vignon, 
Curator of Decorative Arts, The Frick Collection. The exhibi-
tion is made possible, in part, by Fiduciary Trust Company 
International.
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heads and Tales:  

The odyssey of a medals collecTor

Wednesday, May 10, 6:00 p.m.

Stephen K. Scher, art historian

Stephen K. Scher—a collector, scholar, and curator—has 
assembled the finest private collection of portrait medals in 
the world, part of which he and his wife, Janie Woo Scher, 
have given to The Frick Collection (and which is the focus 
of the upcoming exhibition, The Pursuit of Immortality). This 
lecture tells the story behind building a collection of this 
stature—a tale of motivation, temptations, mistakes, and 
successes—as well as touching upon the development of the 
medal and its varied messages.

renaissance medals as ornamenT

Wednesday, May 24, 6:00 p.m.

Lauren Jacobi, Assistant Professor, History, Theory, and 
Criticism, Massachusetts Institute of Technology

Portrait medals were often used as sources for architectural 
decoration on a grand scale at sites such as the Palazzo Medici 
in Florence. This talk explores the transfer of designs from 
small artworks to monumental settings during the Renais-
sance and in the larger context of art history.
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Lectures are free, and seating is on a first-come, first-served 
basis. Selected lectures are webcast live and archived for future 
viewing on our Web site. Please visit frick.org/live for details. 

The rise and fall of civilizaTions: 

seaporTs from claude To Turner

Wednesday, April 12, 6:00 p.m.

Itay Sapir, Associate Professor and Director of Graduate 
Studies, Université du Québec à Montréal

The pictorial representation of seaports has a long history prior 
to Turner’s works, which are the focus of the special exhibi-
tion Turner’s Modern and Ancient Ports: Passages through 
Time. One antecedent the artist explicitly refers to is the 
treatment of the theme by Claude Lorrain in the seventeenth 
century. This talk seeks to elucidate the deeper resonances— 
anthropological, historiographical, and philosophical—that 
both painters gave this ostensibly mundane subject.

Turner’s sea change

Wednesday, April 26, 6:00 p.m.

Ian Warrell, independent scholar

The co-curator of Turner’s Modern and Ancient Ports: Pas-
sages through Time focuses on Turner’s responses to the sea 
during the 1820s, a decade of profound change, in both oils 
and watercolors, providing a context for the two monumen-
tal port scenes in The Frick Collection. 

L e C T u r e s
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Engage in thought-provoking discussion with leading experts 
and gain unparalleled access to masterpieces when the galleries 
are closed to the public. Registration is required; register online at 
frick.org/seminars or call 212.547.0704. $100 ($90 for members)

a close look aT a  

small painTing by piero

Thursday, April 27, 6:00 to 7:30 p.m.

Rika Burnham, Head of Education, The Frick Collection

The Crucifixion is a panel painting by Piero della Francesca 
that once formed part of the artist’s famed S. Agostino altar-
piece in Borgo Sansepolcro, which was completed in 1469. 
The panel depicts a crowded crucifixion scene with Christ 
against a solemn gold background. Study the painting’s com-
position, explore the stories within, and consider the pictorial 
imagination of its maker in this participatory seminar.

rembrandT’s mughal models

Thursday, June 22, 6:00 to 7:30 p.m.

Navina Najat Haidar, Curator of Islamic Art, The 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, and Joanna Sheers Seidenstein, 

Anne L. Poulet Curatorial Fellow, The Frick Collection

In the mid-1650s, Rembrandt made drawings of   several
Mughal paintings in his possession. Join a specialist of 
Mughal art and the curator of Divine Encounter: Rembrandt’s 
Abraham and the Angels  for an exploration of  these fascin-
ating images, their original context, and Rembrandt’s intrigu-
ing use of one of them as a model for his 1656 etching  featured 
in the special exhibition. This seminar is made possible by the 
Embassy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands. 
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Lectures are free, and seating is on a first-come, first-served 
basis. Selected lectures are webcast live and archived for future 
viewing on our Web site. Please visit frick.org/live for details. 

rembrandT, abraham, and The 

dynamics of revelaTion

Wednesday, June 14, 6:00 p.m.

Joanna Sheers Seidenstein, Anne L. Poulet Curatorial Fellow, 
The Frick Collection

The story of Abraham from the book of Genesis is replete with 
encounters with God and his angels. For Rembrandt, these 
episodes offered distinct opportunities for exploring  the 
nature of divine presence and its perception. Presented by 
the curator of Divine Encounter: Rembrandt’s Abraham and 
the Angels, this lecture addresses the artist’s evolving inter-
est in the Abraham narrative, its psychological content, and 
the  experience of revelation. This lecture is made possible 
by the Embassy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands.  

Samuel H. Kress Lecture in Museum Education

more Than WhaT you can see

Thursday, June 15, 6:00 p.m.

Radiah Harper, principal,   
Radiah Harper Arts and Museum Management Consulting

The annual Samuel H. Kress Lecture in Museum Education 
furthers the study, understanding, and practice of museum 
education in the twenty-first century. Free, but online reserva-
tions are required; visit frick.org/lectures to register.

s e m i n a r sL e C T u r e s  (continued)
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One hour, one masterpiece. The Frick’s signature gallery pro-
grams encourage participants to slow down, look closely at a 
single work of art, and share ideas. 

arT dialogues

Fridays, April 14, May 12, and June 16, 7:00 to 8:00 p.m.

Cultivate a deeper appreciation for art through lively dis-
cussion with fellow art enthusiasts. Dialogues take place 
after hours and are moderated by Rika Burnham, Head of 
Education, or Caitlin Henningsen, Associate Museum Edu-
cator. Free, but online registration is required; visit frick.org/
dialogues to register.

gallery conversaTions

Saturdays, April 15, May 13, and June 17, 2:00 to 3:00 p.m.

Gallery conversations engage participants with a single art-
work through informal conversation. Moderated by Rika 
Burnham, Head of Education, or Caitlin Henningsen, Asso-
ciate Museum Educator. Free museum admission is included, 
but online registration is required; please visit frick.org/conver-
sations to register.

Ta L k s

Talks are free with museum admission, and reservations are 
not necessary. Please note meeting locations below.

special exhibition gallery talks

inTroducTion To Turner’s modern and 

ancienT porTs: passages Through Time

Saturdays, April 29 and May 6, 2:00 p.m.

A thirty-minute overview of the special exhibition presented 
by members of the curatorial staff. Meet in the Oval Room. 

inTroducTion To The pursuiT of 

immorTaliTy: masTerpieces from The 

scher collecTion of porTraiT medals

Saturday, June 10, 2:00 p.m.

A thirty-minute tour of the exhibition given by Stephen K. 
Scher, co-curator of the special exhibition, which celebrates 
his recent gift to the Frick. Meet in the Lower Level Galleries.

docent talks 

Meet in the Garden Court to hear a ten-minute introductory 
talk on these subjects.

henry clay frick and his collecTion

Ongoing, Tuesday through Friday, 1:00 and 3:00 p.m. 
 Saturdays, 11:00 a.m.

rooms WiTh a vieW

Ongoing, Tuesday through Friday, 2:00 p.m.  
Saturdays, 12:00 noon

C o n v e r saT i o n s
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The Frick Collection offers drawing programs suitable for ages 
ten years and over. Paper, graphite pencils, erasers, drawing 
boards, and gallery stools are provided. Participants are wel-
come to bring their own materials but are asked to consult the 
museum’s guidelines for sketching in the galleries in advance of 
attending; visit frick.org/draw for details.

Wednesday aTelier

Wednesdays, April 12 & 26, May 10 & 24, and June 14 & 28 
Arrive any time between 5:00 and 7:30 p.m.

Sketch among the Old Masters in the tranquil, historic galler-
ies of the Frick. Open to artists of all skill levels. Free; online 
registration required. To register, visit frick.org/draw.

sunday skeTch

Sundays, April 16, May 21, and June 18  
Drop in any time between 1:00 and 3:00 p.m.

Drop in and draw on the third Sunday of the month. Artists of 
all skill levels are invited to sketch sculpture and architecture 
in the indoor Garden Court. Free with museum admission, or 
arrive early to gain entry during Sunday “pay-what-you-wish” 
hours, between 11:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. Registration is not 
necessary.

firsT fridays

Fridays, April 7, May 5, and June 2 
6:00 to 9:00 p.m.

Enjoy free museum admission and gallery talks, music per-
formances, and sketching, or simply find yourself in the com-
pany of the Old Masters and art enthusiasts from around the 
world. Please visit frick.org/firstfridays for more information 
and additional dates.

Principal support for First Fridays is provided by the  Stavros 
Niarchos Foundation with major funding from Tai-Heng Cheng 
and Cole Harrell, an anonymous donor, and the Gilder Founda-
tion. First Fridays also are supported, in part, by public funds 

from the New York City Depart-
ment of Cultural Affairs in partner-
ship with the City Council.

Teen nighT

Thursday, April 13, 5:30 to 8:00 p.m.

Explore the galleries of a Gilded Age mansion and participate 
in a variety of programs designed for teens, including sketch-
ing, informal gallery talks, and live music. Museum admission 
is free for high school students with a valid school ID.

Principal support for Teen Night is provided by the Stavros 
Niarchos Foundation. Teen Night is also supported, in part, by 

public funds from the New York City 
Department of Cultural Affairs in 
partnership with the City Council.

F r e e  n i g h T s d r aw i n g  p r o g r a m s
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Please visit frick.org/symposia for times, speakers, and 
additional program information.

a symposium on The hisTory of arT

Friday, April 21, and Saturday, April 22

Presented by The Frick Collection and  
the Institute of Fine Arts, New York University

For more than fifty years, The Frick Collection and the Insti-
tute of Fine Arts have hosted a symposium for graduate stu-
dents of art history. This event offers doctoral candidates the 
opportunity to present original research on a range of topics, 
from ancient to contemporary art.

The symposium is free. For Friday’s session, held at the Insti-
tute of Fine Arts, R.S.V.P. to ifa.events@nyu.edu; no reserva-
tions are necessary to attend Saturday’s session at the Frick. 

sculpTure collecTing  

and display, 1600–2000

Friday, May 19, and Saturday, May 20

Presented by the Center for the History of Collecting,  
Frick Art Reference Library

This two-day symposium explores the ways in which collect-
ing and displaying sculpture have varied and evolved over 
the centuries, from the Kunstkammern of the late Renais-
sance, to the sculpture galleries and garden ensembles of the 
 eighteenth century, to today’s museums and other public 
spaces. Renowned art historian Malcolm Baker will offer the 
keynote address. The symposium is made possible through the 
support of the Robert H. Smith Family Foundation.

Tickets for both days are $50 ($35 for members);  single-day 
tickets are $30 ($25 for members). Tickets may be purchased at 
frick.org/symposia or by phone at 212.547.6894.

negoTiaTing arT and narraTive: 

emerging scholars’ symposium 

Friday, June 9

This half-day symposium, organized in conjunction with the 
special exhibition Divine Encounter: Rembrandt’s Abraham 
and the Angels, showcases exceptional research by under-
graduate students and recent graduates on the subject of nar-
rative in art. The symposium is made possible by the Embassy 
of the Kingdom of the Netherlands. Free, but registration is 
required; please visit frick.org/symposia to register.

s y m p o s i a
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middle school students

arT hisTory club

Saturday, April 15, 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon

Old Masters, new eyes! Guided by museum educators, young 
art enthusiasts examine artworks, explore historical con-
nections, and expand their understanding of the visual arts 
through lively discussion. Free with online registration; visit 
frick.org/students to register. 

high school students

high profiles:  

summer porTraiTure insTiTuTe

Monday through Friday, July 17–21, 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Now accepting applications.

Come face to face with art! During this intensive, week long 
program, students study painted, sculpted, and medallic por-
traiture from the Frick’s permanent collection and special exhi-
bitions. This program is made possible by the  Christian Keesee 
Charitable Trust. Applications are due by April 10; please visit   
frick.org/students to apply. 

high school, college, and recent graduates

The frick connecTion: Turner abroad

Wednesday, April 26, 5:30 to 7:00 p.m.

Caitlin Henningsen, Associate Museum Educator for 
Academic Programs, The Frick Collection

Explore Turner’s representations of sites both familiar and 
foreign, which juxtapose observation and imagination, 
 England and Europe, the known and the new. Free with a 
$25 student membership or a full membership for recent gradu-
ates under age 39. Advance registration is required; please visit  
frick.org/connection to register. 

sT u d e n T  p r o g r a m s
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high school, college, and recent graduates

cool classes for hoT nighTs

Selected evenings in June and July

Cool Classes are free, but space is limited. For class descriptions, 
dates, and to register, please visit frick.org/students. 

teachers and educators

evening for educaTors

Monday, April 17, 4:00 to 7:00 p.m.

Teachers and educators are invited to view Turner’s Modern 
and Ancient Ports: Passages Through Time when the museum 
is closed to the public. Free, but registration is required; please 
visit frick.org/educators to register.

school visiTs

To arrange a guided school visit for students grades 5 and 
up, call 212.547.0704 or visit frick.org/schools. Guided visits 
of the special exhibition Turner’s Modern and Ancient Ports: 
Passages through Time are also offered on selected Mondays. 
Admission fees are waived for schools classified as Title I. 

sT u d e n T  p r o g r a m s  (continued)
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All members of The Frick Collection receive unlimited free 
admission to the museum, a subscription to the Members’ 
Magazine, discounts on concerts and education programs, 
and a ten percent discount in the Museum Shop. Members 
at the Fellows level enjoy special benefits including behind-
the-scenes access to the Collection, gallery presentations with 
curators, and invitations to exhibition openings.

Student   $25
Individual   $75
Dual   $120
Contributing Friend   $250
Young Fellow  (under age 39)  $500
Fellow   $1,200

To learn more about the various levels of membership,  
become a member, or give the gift of membership, please visit 
frick.org/membership or contact the Membership Department 
at 212.547.0707 or members@frick.org.

henry clay frick associates

The Henry Clay Frick Associates is a group of generous indi-
viduals who have remembered The Frick Collection in their 
estate plans. By becoming a Henry Clay Frick Associate, your 
legacy will help build and maintain the Frick’s holdings and 
provide critical support for future exhibitions, research, con-
servation projects, and education programs.

For confidential help or more information about how to 
plan your gift, please contact David W. Martin at 212.991.5770 
or martind@frick.org. 

m e m b e r s h i p
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For more detailed program information, please visit our Web 
site. Tickets are available online, by telephone at 212.547.0715, 
and by mail. Written requests should be mailed to the Con-
cert Department with a check payable to The Frick Collection, 
along with a telephone number. Seats are unreserved, and 
children under ten are not admitted. The program can also be 
enjoyed through a sound system in the Garden Court, where no 
tickets are required. 

All sales are final; programs, artists, and dates are subject 
to change. Concert tickets are mailed two weeks before the date 
of the concert. Tickets purchased during the week preceding the 
concert are held at the door. Ticket holders may visit the galler-
ies up to one hour before the concert begins.

$45 ($40 for members)

Sunday, April 9, 5:00 p.m.
Antoine Tamestit, solo viola: Biber, Ligeti, Bach, 
Telemann, Reger
  
Sunday, April 30, 5:00 p.m.
Javier Perianes, piano, in New York debut: Schubert, 
Ravel, Falla. Sold out; call 212.547.0715 for cancellations.

C o n C e r T s
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hours

Tuesday through Saturday  10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Sunday 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Closed Mondays, New Year’s Day, Independence Day, 
Thanksgiving, and Christmas

admission

General Public  $22 
Seniors (65 and over)  $17 
Students  $12 
Members  Free 

 
On Sundays from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., visitors may pay 
what they wish. 

Children under ten are not admitted. 

Group visits are by appointment; call 212.288.0700  
to schedule.

school visits

To arrange a guided school visit for students from grades 5 and 
up, call 212.547.0704 or visit frick.org/schools.

private tours

For information about private tours of the permanent 
collection or a special exhibition, please visit  
frick.org/privatetours.
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